


1 
 

María Cruz Berrocal 
University of Cantabria 

Contact and transformation in the early modern period in the Pacific 

The mainstream view in historical and anthropological, even archaeological studies in the Pacific is 
that only at the very end of the 18th century or beginnings of the 19th century, was the Pacific 
introduced into the “global world” through the presence and contact with contemporary European 
powers, i.e. the English and French above all. Thus, the Pacific is made an exception in global history, 
an isolated region from the processes that had been set by European expansion and colonization since 
the 16th century onwards. The Pacific is the largest cultural region in the world; if this scenario is 
realistic, what does it say about “global processes”? What does it say about the construction of 
“globalization”? The truth is, that the Pacific was contacted and encountered long before the date 
established by Western dominant scholarship. The same global processes at stake in other continents 
are likely to have been in place in the Pacific since the 16th and above all the 17th centuries, through 
the navigations and colonization attempts of the Iberian powers, and Dutch adventurers. Thus, with 
this research we are facing a potential paradigm shift with consequences for the entire Pacific region 
and the understanding of the modern construction of a global world. 

Bernard Knapp 
University of Glasgow 

Migration Narratives and the End of the Bronze Age in the Eastern 
Mediterranean 

We are living in ‘an age of migration’ and scholars from all areas of history and the social sciences, 
including archaeology, have once again become fascinated with what is widely acknowledged as a very 
complex phenomenon. Although migration results from multiple, complex and often historically 
specific causes, the most common explanations proposed still assume a single, typically generalised 
cause (e.g. population growth, climate change or other natural disaster, war or invasion, social or 
economic collapse). Another problem relates to the size of migrations; exact figures are in most cases 
impossible to determine but it is generally accepted that — in prehistoric contexts — migration 
episodes involved relatively small numbers of people. In the case of the so-called ‘Philistine migration’ 
to the eastern Mediterranean at the end of the Late Bronze Age, there seems to be little concern with 
such issues. Most research into this ‘migration’ — whether by archaeologists or historians, or both — is 
not only inconsistent but also tends to be narrow and conservative in focus, devoid of theory, often 
contradictory, and ultimately confusing. It is widely assumed that new or newly established settlements 
were (re-)populated by migrants from the Aegean, Cyprus or Anatolia (or all three). Even if we accept 
some level of migration in the southern Levant at this time, rarely do the associated studies consider 
just what kind of migration it was, on what scale, and how it may have differed, for example, from other 
contemporary cases in the region. This paper attempts to look anew at the situation in the eastern 
Mediterranean at the end of the Bronze Age, considering types and definitions of migration as well as 
some of its possible material correlates, and reconsidering some interpretative aspects of both 
migration and mobility, in the attempt to refine how we go about studying this phenomenon. 
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Zosia Archibald 
Liverpool University 

How 21st century perspectives on cultural dynamics can bridge the north – 
south divide in 1st millennium BCE Europe 

To a 21st century observer, one of the most surprising aspects of academic study of the Eurasian 
landmass is the assumption that ‘north’ and ‘south’ represent meaningful distinctions. Convention 
dictates that different scholars specialise, on the hand, in the ‘Mediterranean’ cultures that involve the 
Iberian peninsula, Italy, Greece, Anatolia, the Levant, Hither Asia, and Egypt; and, on the other, 
Scandinavia, Celtic, Germanic and Slavonic Europe. The distinction reflects the tool kits that scholars 
need to understand and interpret these cultures, rather than any characteristics intrinsic to the cultures 
studied. Nevertheless, prehistoric archaeologists often wear their ‘barbarian’ interests as a badge of 
honour, as a conscious response to what have been perceived as élitist or imperialist subjects. 
   
Introducing his spectacular 2013 survey of pre-Classical Mediterranean cultures, The Making of the 
Middle Sea, Cyprian Broodbank aspired to writing a ‘barbarian’ history, one that looked beyond 
conventional, if superficial cultural labels, such as ‘Greek’ and ‘Roman’, towards the ‘Mediterranean’s 
‘wild side’. The term ‘barbarian’, in the sense that Broodbank uses it, encapsulates the neuralgic 
anxieties of theorists and practitioners, who hanker after better terms to describe the different social 
and cultural communities whose material remains have imbricated the Eurasian landscape with a 
magnificence of built and moveable features that has intrigued generations of students. At the same 
time, the study of ‘European’ cultures, particularly in the 1st millennium BCE, has become strangely 
detached from its Mediterranean and Near Eastern neighbours. The ‘north’ vs ‘south’ divide is a 
psychological, as well as a conceptual one, a divide that has made it difficult to see connections.  
 
Broodbank represented visually some of the dynamic vectors that link the north and the south but left 
it to others to consider the implications of his grand strategy with respect to Continental European 
cultures. The case study that I will explore here is that of ancient Macedonia, a region that has been 
considered, in the scholarly literature, as having been ‘colonised’ from the south and ‘invaded’ from 
the north. In ecological terms, Macedonia shared climatic and vegetation histories with the 
Mediterranean and with the Continent. In political terms, it experienced invasion by an imperial power 
(Achaemenid Persia), and we learn of political ‘borders’, which do not map easily over what we know 
about historical communities located there. Cities developed within and alongside ‘hillforts. 
Understanding this region in terms of dynamic change and networked connections offers a different 
way of conceiving the cultural landscape of Macedonia in the 1st millennium BCE.     

Bogdan Atanassov and Philipp Stockhammer 
New Bulgarian University, Sofia and Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München 

Dynamic borders: rethinking spatial entities in archaeology 

A fundamental condition for the order of space and the definition of borders are the notions 
of ‘inside’ and ‘outside’. This mental order of the geographic space is not only relevant for the 
formation of individual and group identities from an emic perspective, but also for our etic 
understanding of contact spaces. 
In our previous research, we have focused on defining such spaces of contact by integrating insights 
from postcolonial studies. We redefined Marie Louise Pratt’s concept of “contact zones” as “contact 



3 
 

spaces” in the sense of dynamic, fluid spaces produced by actors through practices during encounters 
with the other. Our aim was to overcome simplistic identifications of particular geographic spaces as 
spaces of contact per se and acknowledge the instability and emergence of such spaces based on 
perceptions and practices (Stockhammer & Athanassov 2018). 
However, our previous aim to dissolve “contact spaces” from fixed geographical places now calls for a 
subsequent re-correlation of space. We want to demonstrate the potentials and limits of such a 
correlation by discussing a case study that zooms into the possible “insides” and “outsides” of a 
microregion and contrasts evidence of social belonging with physical geography and a landscape, which 
can be understood as some kind of “Siedlungskammer”. Our endeavour is to trace possible past 
creations of “insides” and “outsides” within microregions through social practices and encounters. Our 
case study integrates archaeological and scientific research on the Lech valley in southern Germany 
during the Late Neolithic and Early Bronze Age. The valley was structured by single farmsteads spread 
over the region who understood themselves as community through specific rules of marriage, mobility, 
and inheritance. We ask for the role of social institutions like kinship and residence rules for the 
creation of contact spaces within the valley. This case study reveals the possible dynamics of ‘insides’ 
and ‘outsides’ within regional networks (with single farmsteads as nodes) and helps us to correlate 
contact spaces with geographical places and to understand their mutual dependency. We argue that 
notions such as Siedlungskammer and ‘small worlds’ become important interpretative tools if 
connected with social practices such as contact, group identity and dynamics, internalization and 
externalization. 

Boris Kavur and Martina Blečić Kavur 
Univerza na primorskem, Koper 

Traces of the past and information for the future 

In Bronze Age studies, the concept of inequality is invested with meaning — at least the archaeologists 
think so. By observing material culture, perceived as evidence of past people’s construction of their 
material world, archaeologists interpret the quantity and quality of objects discovered as the reflection 
of systems of inequality. If the later refers social evaluation of whatever differences are regarded by a 
given society as relevant, then dominance is the behavioural expression of these differences. Together 
these two basic principles are the building blocks of social inequality. And, if border zones should be 
considered not only as natural environments in which cultural and economic contacts were taking place 
from which societies were extracting resources to ensure their ideological reproduction and economic 
prosperity but also as tools of ideological reproduction. We can be sure that people were loading 
landscape with meaning – they were including the natural into their cultural and religious traditions. 
Consequently, landscapes were not physical environments in which people lived, but were products 
and reflections of various social, symbolic, individual, and collective as well as historical experiences 
of acting. Moreover, within landscapes, border zones were the broadest reflections of social 
inequalities. 
The cemetery of Zavrč in eastern Slovenia adds another dimension to this perspective. It demonstrates 
that observation of ritual activities as well as interpretation of manipulations with material culture can 
allow us a glimpse into the principles of construction and sustenance of sacred locations within the 
border zones of Bronze Age groups — of places where the identities of ancestors and the living exceeded 
physical dimensions, where physical and socially constructed overlapped. Since habitual practices of 
groups and individuals changed through time, landscapes became linked to biographies and social 
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relations creating and transforming past perceptions of social spaces. In this way movement through 
landscapes combined biographic characteristics of the individual, traces of past activities and installed 
signs and information for the future. Places and landscapes, especially border zones as territories of 
constant negotiations, were building blocks of social and individual frameworks of memory, creators of 
group identities and social inequalities.  

Mario Gavranović 
Austrian Archeological Institute, Vienna 

Between Mediterranean and Urnfields: Emergence of new cultural entities 
during the Bronze and Iron Age in the western and central Balkans 

Thanks to geographical intermediary position between Central Europe and Mediterranean, the area of 
Balkan represents a natural corridor for the transmission of ideas and knowledge from earliest 
prehistory until recent days, often linked with movement of groups and individuals. The focus of the 
paper will be on second millennia BCE, a period marked by the development of Aegean Bronze Age 
societies in Eastern Mediterranean and appearances of Urnfield Phenomena in central Europe. 
Archaeological record of this period from western and central Balkan points to an extremely 
heterogonous picture with a number of local manifestations, each of them with different level of 
interaction with Urnfield zone or Mediterranean world. What is however largely unknown is the nature 
and background of the contacts (exchange, cultural transfer, migrations) between groups in the Balkans 
and in adjacent areas.  
The absence of analytic data in previous studies led to rather vague assumptions regarding the foreign 
influence on the Bronze and Early Iron Age developments in the Balkans. The number of new 
radiocarbon data as well as chemical analyses of metals with different distribution patterns (local, 
regional, supra-regional) obtained in the recent research projects of OREA Institute and cooperation 
partners in the Balkans shed new light on interactions between prehistoric societies in South-eastern 
Europe. To point out are new data for urn cemeteries in Eastern Serbia suggesting the start of 
graveyards already in Early Bronze Age or results of metallurgical analyses that indicate the long-
distance procurement of raw material copper from deposits in Eastern Alps and Cyprus. In addition, 
metallurgical analyses also revealed the existence of several networks, some of them exposing clear 
connections with central Europe and/or Mediterranean. The paper will address some the new results 
and provide a more fact-based picture of the Bronze and Iron Age societies in the western and central 
Balkans. 

Elisa de Sousa 
Universidade de Lisboa 

The Phoenician presence in Western Iberia: the orientalization of the Tagus 
estuary 

The beginning of the Iron Age in the Iberian Peninsula´s Western coast is unquestionably related with 
the arrival and settling of Phoenician groups after the late century BC. This process was, nonetheless, 
far from homogeneous or linear, involving distinct phases, agents, and cultural contexts.  
During the last decade archaeological studies have pushed back the beginning of the first wave of the 
Phoenician diaspora to the West to at least the mid-9th century BC. These first groups settled in 
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Southern areas of ancient Iberia and engaged in constant interaction with the native local 
communities, which had important effects on both cultures. These effects, as well as a parallel 
evolution of these Western Phoenicians in contrast with those from the Eastern Mediterranean, can be 
actually traced through specific archaeological markers that appear in the material culture, especially 
after the late 8th century BC. A separate branch of this phenomenon can also be seen in a third or even 
fourth wave of the Phoenician colonization, when groups of these Western Phoenicians finally settled 
in the Atlantic coast of the current Portuguese territory.  
The Phoenician presence in the Tagus estuary is an interesting case study in understanding the colonial 
processes. Being one of the furthest areas where this phenomenon occurred (a “peripheral” space 
concerning the main commercial routes of the Mediterranean sea), the Tagus area was a space where 
these latter generations of these Western-Phoenician communities again interacted with other native 
communities, resulting once more in mutual influences and symbiotic networks, which endured in this 
territory for almost 600 years. 
The purpose of this presentation is therefore to provide an interpretive framework of the radical 
changes that occurred in the Tagus area between the Late Bronze and the Iron Age, during the earlier 
1st millennium BC, comparing the economic and social-cultural aspects of each phase, relying on the 
available archaeological evidence (settlement patterns, material cultural, economic strategies, 
technology and social traditions), in order to better understand the impact that the Phoenician 
colonization had in this Far Western region. 

Francisco B. Gomes 
Universidade de Lisboa 

Cultural Borders, Cultural Interfaces: unity and diversity in the Early Iron 
Age of Southern Portugal 

The arrival of Phoenician merchants and colonists to the southern Portuguese territory in the late 
8th century B.C.E. set in motion a wide-ranging process of transformation, unsettling the balance of 
the pre-existing Late Bronze Age networks and triggering a restructuration of the whole regional socio-
political landscape. It caused severe difficulties to the interior communities, whose elites struggled and 
eventually failed to maintain their prominence and power in a fragmented landscape marked by social 
competition fuelled by the reciprocal exchange of  prestige goods, while it benefitted coastal 
communities who now had a privileged access to Phoenician trade and the luxury manufactures it 
introduced. 
While generating a rift between the coastal areas, in which local communities became part of a new, 
so-called “Orientalizing” network, and the interior, in which generalized social collapse gave way to 
slow and heterogeneous recuperation, the Phoenician presence created a very specific set of conditions 
from which a significant diversity of social, political and cultural solutions arose. In fact, and even if 
traditional scholarship has seen the Iron Age communities of southwestern Iberian as part of a more or 
less cultural unit, recent archaeological research has stressed the diversity of the archaeological record 
which must be approached through new theoretical and methodological lenses. 
In this contribution, it will be argued that the Phoenician presence created the conditions for the 
appearance of differentiation strategies, in which local and exogenous cultural elements were 
combined and deployed in diverse ways to express local identities and the perceived position of local 
communities in the new regional and transregional networks. Simultaneously, it acted as an interface, 
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connecting local communities not only to Phoenician colonial centres but also to other regional groups 
throughout the Mediterranean which became embedded in the Phoenician trade network. 
Considered in this manner, the so-called “Orientalizing” cultural horizon could be seen as the 
construction of a common cultural lingua franca through which groups, and especially elite groups, 
with very different cultural backgrounds could communicate and project their status, power and 
identity in the context of a Mediterranean-scale socio-political network by borrowing cultural idioms 
and discursive resources borrowed from the Phoenicians, who therefore acted as the hub and the 
linchpin of that network. 

Francesco Iacono 
Università di Bologna 

The unintended biopolitics of mobility at the crossroad between east and 
west 

Over time, our way of conceptualising cultural contact and influence, has fundamentally changed; 
moving from simple notions of diffusion, to acculturation, to core-periphery models, and back to a 
renewed attention to mobility, grounded in the use of techniques like stable isotope analysis and 
ancient DNA. Yet, with exceptions, these biological insights have rarely been incorporated into the pre-
existing material culture-based theories. So far, archaeology, somewhat paradigmatically, has often 
looked at human mobility and economic and cultural influence (sometimes referred to through the 
umbrella label of “trade”) as mutually exclusive alternatives. 
In this paper I will claim that possibly there is a systematic connection between economic relationships 
(which are always power relations of some form), and the movement of people. It is suggested here 
that, in situations of encounter, frequently cultural influence travels the other way around vis-à-vis the 
flow of bodies that become ineluctably attracted by the perceived origin of this influence. 
I will try to support my point using two parallel Mediterranean stories, belonging to two widely 
different historical contexts, geographically located in the same region, Puglia at the border-zone 
between various kinds of east and west. One of such contexts is the second millennium BC, where I 
have conducted extensive research at Rocavecchia, one of the main hubs of connections with the 
Aegean world during the Bronze Age, and the locus of a recent project aimed at the study of the use of 
the landscape of the site through time. The second context that I will use, as a term of comparison, is 
the very recent (but by now concluded) immigration flow, dating from the 1990s from the closest 
country in the former Eastern Bloc, namely Albania, also a context in which I have had the chance to 
conduct ethnographic work. Merging archaeological and ethnographic insights, I will try to disentangle 
the relationship between power, economic interaction, and mobility in a broad comparative fashion. 

Giulia Morpurgo and Andrea Gaucci 
Università di Bologna 

Etruscans in the Po Valley (9th-4th centuries BCE): cultural identity and 
external influences between the Apennines and Po river 

The Etruscan Po Valley was the main land link between the peninsular world on the south and the 
peoples beyond the Po river and the continental Europe on the north. Starting from the First Iron Age 
until the invasion of Gauls at the beginning of the 4th century BCE, the archaeological and epigraphic 
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data show that geography played an important role in the historic, economic, and cultural development 
of the Etruscan civilisation in this territory. Indeed, the Etruscans of the Po Valley developed unique 
cultural characteristics, which differentiate them from the people of Tyrrhenian Etruria and which were 
influenced also by external stimuli coming from neighbouring populations north of the Po river and 
the ones living  south of Apennines and along the Adriatic coasts. 
We will focus our contribution on the comparison between the clearer characteristics of the local 
Etruscan culture and the contributions derived from external stimuli, analysing trade and 
consumption, production, and individual mobility. This analysis will be set up on a diachronic 
perspective of the history and organisational set-up of the Etruscan Po Valley, which has its principal 
turning point during the late Archaism (around the last decades of the 6th century BCE). 
Following this approach, we will select some case-studies in order to highlight the main issues 
emerging from the comparison between local and external characteristics using a research method that 
combines data collected from different sources (epigraphic and archaeological ones, as well as ancient 
texts) and aimed at reconstructing the historical context in its complexity.  

Claudia Glatz 
University of Glasgow 

Commonality in difference: Complex cultural topographies and identity in 
the Zagros-Mesopotamian Interface 

Over the course of the third and second millennia BCE, the Diyala region and adjacent Zagros valleys 
underwent a series of dramatic and at times counterposing transformations in settlement practice. In 
the early third and the late second millennium, for instance, lowland agricultural settlements were 
thriving while cemeteries dominate the archaeological record of the highland valleys. At other times, 
such as in the early part of the second millennium, settlement records are more comparable across 
different altitudes and ecological zones. Cultural traditions vary both within and between the lowland 
and highland valleys pointing to oscillating phases of connectivity and distancing that interpolate 
different settlement practices on the one hand and political geographies on the other. This suggests 
the existence of community ties that straddled this topographically and environmentally 
heterogeneous borderland zone. In this paper, I examine the formation and transformation of a series 
of such highland-lowland borderland communities from the perspective of commensality and ritual, 
two central and connected arenas of social and political production and identity negotiation. 

Florian Janoscha Kreppner 
WWU Münster 

The Dinka Settlement Complex: Living environment in a major Iron Age 
settlement on the eastern imperial periphery of Assyria before and after the 
annexation 

From the second half of the of the 9ᵗʰ century BC, the Assyrian Empire with its core area in the northern 
Mesopotamian lowlands controlled the Peshdar Plain in the Zagros Mountains on its eastern border to 
Iran. Little is currently known about the transformation processes triggered by the annexation of the 
mountain landscapes on the upper reaches of the Lower Zab River. A Neo-Assyrian cuneiform tablet 
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from 725 BC, found by chance by a farmer in Qalat-i Dinka, indicates that the region formed part of the 
Assyrian defensive border march of the Palace Herald. Since 2015 the LMU Munich and since October 
2018 together with the WWU Münster have been carrying out multidisciplinary field work in order to 
obtain data that will enable us to better reconstruct the history of this understudied region in the 
Sulaymaniyah province of the Kurdistan Autonomous Region in north-eastern Iraq. The results of the 
geophysical investigations, the ceramic surface survey, and the excavations in different areas of the 
settlement show that there was a large early Iron Age settlement with an extension of approx. 60 ha in 
which different functional areas can be identified. Architecture, pottery, and small finds as well as 
bioarchaeological data provide insights into the life of the indigenous Iron Age society and the 
transformation process after the Assyrian annexation. 

Barbara Cerasetti 
Università di Bologna 

Redefine the idea of BMAC through the last innovative data of the Late 
Bronze Age Margiana 

Central Asia’s Bronze-Iron Age transition during the 2nd millennium BCE is bookended by the urban 
fluorescence of the Bactria-Margiana Archaeological Complex (BMAC) and the re-emergence of urban 
centres that would eventually be subsumed into the Achaemenid Empire. The intervening period (Late 
and Final Bronze Ages, ca. 1950-1300 BCE) has been described as one of de-urbanization, collapse, and 
decay of the BMAC socio-political and cultural system, meanwhile other scholars view the changes of 
the Late/Final Bronze Ages as an untroubled continuation. There are three key issues that drive the 
still-underdeveloped scholarship on the dissolution of the BMAC in the 2ndmillennium BCE. The first 
is the position of the BMAC vis-à-vis its regional contemporaries and economic partners in the Indus 
Valley, the Iranian plateau, the Arabian Peninsula, and Mesopotamia. Their fragmentation in the early 
2nd millennium BCE no doubt influenced BMAC decline, but the mechanism of this economic and 
political transformation remains poorly understood. A second issue often tied into discussions of BMAC 
decline is the apparent intensification of interactions between established sedentary farming 
communities and non-local agro-pastoralists linked to the Andronovo cultural community of Bronze 
Age Central Eurasia. Lastly, chronological issues overshadow all other archaeological inquiries on this 
period, whose unclear timescales are difficult to reckon with the archaeological record. All three of 
these interrelated issues can potentially be addressed through deep stratigraphic study of a single long-
lived BMAC site as Togolok, with the hope to clarify how BMAC related to earlier and later occupation 
in ancient Margiana. 

Lynne M. Rouse 
Eurasien-Abteilung DAI, Berlin 

At the boundaries of agro-pastoralism: case studies from Bronze/Iron Age 
Central Asia and their implications 

The dichotomy of sedentary and nomadic groups in conceptualizing society in Central Asia’s past and 
present has, over the past two decades, come under increasing academic scrutiny. As regards pre- and 
proto-historic archaeological research, important methodological developments in archaeobotany, 
isotopic, and genetic analyses are reflected in a move toward the use of the term “agro-pastoralism” to 
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describe economies and social organizations that included a mixture of farming and herding strategies. 
Documenting the diverse and dynamic nature of socio-economic strategies in Central Asia is critical 
for interpreting the region’s past, yet, the use of increasingly inclusive terminology can inadvertently 
work against the recognition of nuanced subsistence practices and social interactions that contributed 
to local and regional patterns over the long-term. Here, I present archaeological case studies from 
Turkmenistan and Kyrgyzstan that help disentangle farming and herding strategies within the complex 
socio-cultural landscapes of the Bronze/Iron Ages. These examples illustrate that the boundaries of 
subsistence practices do not neatly map onto social meaning but represent cultural communities that 
are at once distinct and overlapping. These case studies also demonstrate why recognizing the socio-
cultural contexts of “agro-pastoralism” is significant to our archaeological interpretations of long-term 
developments in Central Asia.  

Filip Franković and Luca Girella 
Universität Heidelberg and Uninettuno University, Roma 

I’ll meet you halfway: Funerary practices in the East Aegean-West Anatolian 
Interface during LBA 

Until fairly recently, the research focusing on the interregional interaction documented in the Late 
Bronze Age (LBA) East Aegean-West Anatolian archaeological contexts almost exclusively perceived 
space as consisting of bounded cultural entities. Such a methodological approach introduced a number 
of binary dispositions, such as Mycenaean-local/Anatolian, Mycenaean-Hittite, core-periphery etc., 
which were subsequently used to identify the origin of particular material forms. However, such 
approaches are deeply grounded in the obsolete culture-historical and colonial discourses. It is 
increasingly becoming clear that cultures are not bounded, isolated, enclosed, and homogenous 
entities. Rather, they are recreated, transformed, negotiated, and performed through the constant 
exchange of material forms, practices, ideas and knowledge. 
With its combination of islands, peninsulas, river valleys and coastlines, the East Aegean-West 
Anatolian Interface represents a frontier particularly sensible to interaction and connectivity. Unlike 
bounded entities enclosed by borders, the frontier is a not a specific dividing line. Rather it is a zone of 
interpenetration, where political, economic, and cultural boundaries overlap. Consequently, 
landscapes and cultural identities of frontier populations are shaped in a separate and distinct way, 
regardless of the affiliation and relation to the proposed “cores”. Frontiers, as liminal places, play an 
important role in the formation and renegotiation of various group identities. 
Various interpretative models have been proposed to explain the level of “Mycenaean” influence on 
the formation of the LBA East Aegean-West Anatolian funerary forms or determine their 
“local/Anatolian” character. In this paper, we approach the funerary practices in the LBA East Aegean-
West Anatolia beyond the binary opposition “Mycenaean-local/Anatolian”. Funerary practices are 
formed through a dynamic and creative process by the living communities. Therefore, the physical 
remains of this process (e.g. tomb types, treatment of the deceased, burial assemblages etc.) stand as 
the focal point of the social and mnemonic landscapes of the society. The paper will focus on tomb 
types and their distribution. In particular, it will focus on the formation of cemeteries, appearance of 
different types of stone-built chamber tombs and architectural features shared by different tomb and 
grave types. By focusing on tomb and grave types, as well as their distribution, the paper will discuss 
the formation of cemeteries and examine the role of tomb types and their architectural features in the 
formation of performative space(s) and production of unique blends of identities. 
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Marek Verčík and Jana Mokrišová 
Charles University, Prague and Faculty of Classics, University of Cambridge 

From Bronze to Iron. Creative processes along the West Anatolian coast 

The western Anatolian littoral has long been considered an interface, a frontier, or a buffer zone 
between more prominent and archaeologically more recognisable neighbours – the Hittites and the 
Mycenaeans in the Late Bronze Age and the Greek and the non-Greek in the Early Iron Age. As such, 
the previous explanations of local socio-cultural processes and connectivity beyond the region were 
largely determined by this perception of dichotomy. Consequently, the earlier formative models of the 
spread and innovation of iron in the Aegean have omitted the western Anatolian littoral, leading to a 
number of deep-set assumptions about the somewhat passive and receptive nature of this 
development. This contribution challenges such a description and outlines aspects of established local 
tradition with respect to metal technologies based on recent evidence from archaeological and 
scientific research. Shaped by cultural and social aspects, and situated within respective environment, 
the local metallurgical knowledge represented an active agent in the introduction, adoption, and 
adaptation of the new metal, iron, in the region at the dawn of the first millennium BC. Moreover, 
exploring the interplay between the innovative characteristics of local technological tradition and the 
favourable character of interregional connectivity of the western Anatolian region enables us to 
reposition the rather negative connotations imbued in the concept of a ’frontier‘toward a more positive 
meaning of a ‘contact space’, which engenders dynamic social and cultural processes.   

Anja Slawisch 
University of Edinburgh 

Off the Map? Archaic Miletos and the Borders of the Ancient Greek World 

The city of Miletos was placed at centre of Anaximander’s and Hecataeus’ influential maps of the known 
world, created at the end of the 6th century BC. By contrast today, it lies at the edge, or even off the 
map, in scholarly representations of Ancient Greece. How, when, and why did this happen?  Miletos in 
the archaic era occupied a fluid cultural and economic border zone, at the western reaches of the 
Persian Empire and the eastern frontier of the Greek Aegean koiné, making it a strategic political pivot 
during the historical developments of the 7th and 6th centuries BC. After defeat and destruction of the 
city in 494 BC, the memory of a glorious and prosperous archaic past lived on in classical memory. 
Herodotus looked back wistfully on the archaic city of Miletos as “the ornament of Ionia”; and 
Phrynichus’s tragic play about the city was banned in Athens. Visit the site today, and little of the 
archaic metropolis is visible on the surface, and the surrounding landscape has changed completely.  
Despite the poor level of preservation, programmes of excavation, survey, and geographical research 
over more than a hundred years have provided us with extensive data on the settlement and 
environmental history of Miletos. In this paper I will review the location and infrastructure of the 
archaic city by comparing up-to-date archaeological data with our current and long-held assumptions 
of the city’s outlines as presented in the repeatedly published map. The aim is to investigate how 
ancient and modern plans of Miletos have funnelled our perception towards certain interpretations and 
to consider what we would see if we stepped outside of these entrenched visual borders. 
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Veronica Cicolani, Lorenzo Zamboni, and Thomas Huet 
CNRS, Paris and University of Milano, and Université Paul-Valéry, Montpellier 

Between Celtic, Italic and Etruscan worlds. Re-thinking Boundaries and 
Models of Interaction across the Alps 

In Italian Archaeology, especially for the Iron Age period, traditional approaches have been based for 
more than 150 years on material studies as primary means to identify the ancient peoples mentioned 
in Greek and Roman written sources. Thus, the different archaeological cultures have been often 
perceived as close and immutable entities, defined by geographical and cultural sharp-edge boundaries, 
and presumed specific languages, productions, and rituals. 
Not surprisingly, several ‘buffer’ zones, always problematic, elusive and indistinct, had to be assumed 
all around the margins of the given ethic core areas, whatsoever labelled, for example in north-west 
Italy, as ‘celtic’, ‘ligurian’, or ‘etruscan’. However, in the last few years, new discoveries and reviews of 
ancient data from several sites, as well as theoretical advances, are providing evidence to undermine 
such an oversimplified, rigid and ‘culture-history’ biased framework. 
The present paper thus focuses on the complex cultural and trading network of northwest Italy, 
exploring the nuanced relations between the Golasecca culture, its neighbouring regions (Southern 
Piedmont, Liguria, southern Switzerland), and the so-called ‘etruscan’ population of the Emilian Po 
valley. 
We shall propose a critical review of the traditional markers of cultural identity, mobility, and 
interaction, questioning the role and the very concept of cultural margins. Thanks to a comparative and 
critical analysis of settlement patterns, productive modes, and funerary landscapes, we finally 
reconsider the traditional ethnic narratives, looking for alternative theoretical models and new 
understanding of the role of ‘indigenous’ Iron Age communities of northwest Italy within the broader 
picture of the Mediterranean-Central Europe relations. 

Holger Baitinger 
Römisch-Germanisches Zentralmuseum, Mainz 

Hidden border zones – Sicily as an area of cultural contact in the archaic 
period 

In many prehistoric and historical periods, Sicily forms an important hub in the Western 
Mediterranean. This holds true also for the archaic period, when Greek settlers got in touch with 
indigenous groups and with the Phoenicians in the west of the island. For a long time, archaeologists 
considered this process as a “one-way street” (i.e. as colonisation), while recent research increasingly 
proves the complexity of the historical processes from the 8th to the 5th centuries B.C. in Sicily. In the 
lecture, the relationships between Greeks and indigenous peoples will be analysed, basing mainly on 
the material culture with a focus on metal objects. 
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Kerstin Hofmann 
Römisch-Germanische Kommission des DAI, Frankfurt 

From Romanisation to Translation? (Un)doing and crossing borders 

The concept of Romanisation has been a major topic – and often red cloth – of archaeological discourse 
over the past 100 years. In the 1990s and early 2000s in particular, the concept was repeatedly revisited 
and redefined. In German-speaking Archaeology in particular, Romanisation models were – and 
continue to be – based closely on acculturation concepts. Major research clusters on the theme were 
developed at key German research institutions including the RGK. 
As part of this general discourse and research trend, the RGK carried out a major excavation project at 
Waldgirmes in the Lahn valley for more than a decade, in part to investigate Romanisation processes. 
However, just as Romanisation was frequently shown to be a problematic concept in theoretical debate, 
the archaeological evidence from Waldgirmes presents a situation that cannot be explained at the hand 
of traditional “-isation” or acculturation models: following these, Waldgirmes would be identified as a 
non-military “Roman” site outside of any established province. Many aspects of its layout would be 
described as “Gallic” or “Gallo-Roman”, and individual elements would be labelled “Germanic”. In 
short, traditional categorisation and modelling is problematic here. 
As such, Waldgirmes provides an ideal testing ground for key approaches in archaeological or historical 
analysis of cultural interactions, this includes transfer and cultural appropriation, contact zones and 
middle ground, globalisation, and hybridity. This paper will discuss and critically compare these 
concepts and outline a new way to investigate border zones in view of the research carried out at 
Waldgirmes, within the RGK research area “CROSSing Frontiers in Iron Age and Roman Europe 
(CROSSFIRE)” and the Research Cluster “Connecting Cultures. Forms, channels and spaces of cultural 
interaction” of the German Archaeological Institute. This approach is strongly influenced by and based 
on discussions of translation in sociology and cultural studies. 

Sören Stark 
New York University 

The Border Zone of the Oasis of Bukhara during Antiquity and the Early 
Middle Ages: Socio-economic continuities and political change 

The oasis of Bukhara formed by the alluvial fan of the Zerafshan River represents a river oasis typical 
for many historical regions of southwestern Central Asia. Like many other such river oases it is 
surrounded by desert and desert-steppe plains, which sharply contrast but also connect and 
complement with the fertile oasis territories. In my paper I will systematically discuss dominant socio-
economic features of ‘the life at the border’ and how political change impacted the notion of border in 
this oasis region. 
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Diamantis Panagiotopoulos 
Universität Heidelberg 

Incompatible (?). Exotic artefacts in the Bronze Age Aegean and the tension 
between social practice and affordance 

In our globalized world, incompatible products have become a rather ubiquitous and cumbersome 
experience. Similar problems of incompatibility – though quite different in scale – appeared in pre-
modern societies, especially when foreign objects crossed cultural borders, acquiring a new context of 
use and consumption. In these cases, local social practices were confronted with the 
objects’ ‘affordance(s)’ which were, as a rule, incompatible with each other. Foreign vases, seals and 
other artefacts that reached the Aegean in the Bronze Age as diplomatic gifts or trade commodities 
provide a very insightful case study for exploring this problem as well as the inventive responses of 
ancient consumers to such challenges. In their new social context, the inevitable problem 
of incompatibility between local contexts of consumption and the design of these exotica was the 
determining factor of their secondary ‘biographies’. By focusing on this phenomenon and by discussing 
some pertinent theoretical issues, the present paper aspires to provide new insights into the ‘challenge 
of things’ which are relevant to recent debates on materiality and may elucidate a crucial aspect of 
transcultural interaction. 

Erich Kistler 
Universität Innsbruck 

Diverging consumptions capes around the krater on Archaic Sicily 

Kraterízein is not hellenízein! Of course: The krater like no other object represents the expansion of 
Greek culture, as ancient poets and historians tirelessly emphasize. But there is a caveat: Recent 
consumer-related research reveals that the circum-Mediterranean circulation of the krater and its 
adaption into local pottery production cannot be considered equivalent to the Hellenization of natives.  
A closer examination of the kraterízein on Archaic Sicily shows that the consumptionscape around 
the krater can differ significantly between neighbouring indigenous uplands. It is improbable that 
these divergences between native adoptions of the scape of kraterízein resulted merely from the 
variability of locally dominant traditions. It rather has to be assumed that these divergences were due 
to the locally different configurations of the relations between indigenous leaders, their regional 
supporters, and their Greek partners. 

Erica Camurri, Dominik Lukas, and Jan Kysela 
University of Chicago and Univerzita Karlova, Prague 

Betwixt and between: How La Tène material culture relates to multi-ethnic 
societies of late Iron Age Emilia-Romagna (Italy) 

In the beginning of the 4th century BC, the area of the modern Italian region Emilia-Romagna found 
itself situated in the extension of the Italic cultural sphere, whereas at the beginning of the 2nd century 
the entire area was conquered by Rome. Throughout this time the region had also been at the centre of 
diverse interactions of different populations, resulting in a complex archaeological pattern. In the past, 
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research concerning the literary sources, material culture and strontium isotopes, have been used to 
reconstruct the ethnicity and social configuration of the local population. The resulting picture reflects 
a heterogeneous landscape where Celtic groups, identified with the tribe of the Boii, interact in various 
ways with the local (Etruscan, Ligurian, Umbrian) populations.  
In order to develop a detailed picture of the interactions of the different groups and their respective 
strategies of adaptation, the study of the archaeological data necessitates an approach considering two 
main levels of detail: the macro scale with supra-regional spheres of influence and the micro scale with 
a complex pattern of local populations. In the interest of understanding the processes of interaction in 
detail, we focus our attention on sites in which La Tène artefacts can be found alone or in association 
with objects of local provenance/imports. A statistical approach allows us to examine the intra-site 
objects distribution, while we will approach the regional level applying network analysis to identify 
sites featuring similar/different patterns of use of material culture of the different traditions. By 
confronting sites with homogeneous/heterogeneous artefact distributions we are able to present a 
diachronic analysis of the interaction patterns in Emilia-Romagna, allowing for an understanding of 
mutual influences and transformations in the area. 

Marko Dizdar and Asja Tonc 
Institut za arheologiju, Zagreb and Institut za arheologiju, Zagreb 

The Southern Connection: Tracing Mediterranean Influences in the Late 
Iron Age of Southern Pannonia 

The southern edges of the Pannonian Plain are marked by major river valleys of the Drava, Sava and 
Danube, that served as important communication routes since prehistory. The Sava river route, 
famously described in ancient sources, seems to gain special importance from the Late La Tène period, 
serving as a connection axis with the northern Italian and south-eastern Alpine regions. Imported 
items such as fibulae, coins or bronze vessels will be considered here as markers of trade routes, but 
also contextually, i.e. in light of their adaptation to local costume, or in general as reflections of 
influences from the broader Mediterranean/ Hellenistic or Italian area and the Adriatic basin. The latter 
approach will be especially important for the period of so-called Romanisation and the adaptation of 
specific communities to new circumstances. However, finds like coral and amphorae-shaped glass 
beads or Hellenistic bronze vessels show that contacts with the south already existed during the Early 
La Tène. Furthermore, finds such as La Tène weaponry in Macedonia suggest that the movement of 
people, items and ideas functioned in both directions.  
For a better diachronic overview of contacts with the Mediterranean from the Middle La Tène up to 
period of Roman conquests, the broader region will be considered, i.e. the neighbouring regions of the 
southern Pannonia. This will enable to show the potential of “minor” routes and various communities 
on the north-south axis that may have played a more important role in Late Iron Age networks than 
usually regarded. 
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